Stichting Maxi Linder Association

Address:

Heerenstraat # 26

Paramaribo, Suriname

Tel: (597) 425636

Email: mxlinder@sr.net
Stichting Maxi Linder Association was formed October 1994. The inspiration to continue advocating for the rights of female commercial sex workers originated from the venerated Maxi Linder. She was the first labor organizer for female commercial sex workers in Suriname. Maxi Linder was a pioneer in working to create solidarity, foster development and achieve empowerment among all sex workers. 

Our organization has not only embraced these first attempts by Maxi Linder at eradicating poverty abuse and inequality but has expanded its goals by addressing a myriad of today’s pressing issues. We believe that the HIV/AIDS scourge that is sweeping the globe must occupy the topmost place of our priorities in the new millennium.

The overall goal of Stichting Maxi Linder Association (SMLA) is to optimize the social, mental and psychical health and well being of female commercial sex workers.  Although originally founded to meet the needs of female commercial sex workers, others including male commercial sex workers, transvestites, students and the general public are now also using the center. The Information, Education and Communication Program of SMLA began as an effort to promote the National AIDS Program of Suriname by targeting the most marginalized, high risk group: “female commercial sex workers”.  This has given Maxi Linder an opportunity to create and design an effective, grassroots HIV/AIDS Awareness Campaign.

The structure and direction of this groundbreaking campaign can be utilized by organizations worldwide through Maxi Linder consultant services.

We conduct weekly workshops for sex workers integrating lectures and group activities on subjects such as sexually transmitted diseases, contraception, personal hygiene, legal rights, self – esteem, and unity. We inventory and then incorporate our client’s skills into each workshop in order to utilize the resources each workshop in order to utilize the resources each individual already possesses. We believe embracing positively when faced with adversity can make the difference between success and failure. Maxi Linder hosts a BI – monthly HIV+ support group organized and conducted by HIV+ clients. We have also created the very first anonymous HIV/AIDS hotline in Suriname. 

Programs and services provided by Stichting Maxi Linder Association:

· Information, Education, and Communication

· HIV/AIDS Pre- and Post- Test 

· Counseling and Testing

· Social/ Psychological Support

· Income Increasing and Income Generating Activities

· Legal Advice

· Job Referral System

· Human Rights Advocacy

· Research

· Consultant Services

In the condom outreach program, information is gathered about attitudes, beliefs, and perceptions that impede condom use. We are confronting the myths and misperceptions that surround condom use. The program targets sex workers, pimps and their clients but includes all sexually active people.

Each of these activities helps to increase the profile of Maxi Linder in the community. The center provides written resources with information on health and women’s issues as well as houses a library with both adult and children’s literature.

The center provides legal advice and support for sex workers to ensure that they are aware of their rights. This includes non- – acceptance of battering and all forms of violence. Workshops are held on recognition of human rights. This association strives to educate and inform the public about vital women’s issues. 

It is important to note that our organization does not actively encourage women to leave commercial sex work. Conversely, we strive to provide them with other opportunities and skills to strengthen their negotiating position with clients and prepare them to make their own well-informed decisions.

There is clearly a need in both Suriname and throughout the world for the programs and services provided by Stichting Maxi Linder Association, even more so today than when the organization first began in 1994. Although initially established to meet the needs of female commercial sex workers, there is an increasing demand for services for non- – sex workers, including transvestites, students and the general public.
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