STICHTING STOP GEWELD TEGEN VROUWEN

FOUNDATION for ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Address:

Verl. Gemenenlandsweg 18 D

Paramaribo-Suriname

Tel: (597) 470380

Fax: (597) 478269

Email: stopgeweld@sr.net

URL: www.stopgeweld.sr
HISTORY

The ASA Foundation organized an information gathering about violence against women on 10 December 1991. Amongst the lecturers and participants were members of the Surinamese Police Corps, the Bureau of Alcohol and Drugs and the Relief Foundation for Women in crisis situation. An action committee for violence against women was established at the initiative of Mrs. S. Ketwaru and Mrs. N. Ravales. A former Minister of Justice and Police, dr. S. Girjasing who also attended the gathering pledged support and cooperation.

One of the objectives of the action committee was to be able to address the phenomena of violence against women freely by publicly discussing the problem and publishes information.

Many women, both victims and volunteers who wanted to help tackle the problem contacted the committee. In August 1992 the action committee decided to apply for naturalization to establish a foundation. Notarized by dr. L.D. Hira Sing on 18 September 1992 the “Foundation Stop Violence Against Women” was established.

MISSION

The Foundation, in cooperation with others, not only aims to establish a stable Surinamese community by completely banning violence, namely domestic violence and its consequences but is also working towards optimization of the awareness when it comes to equality between men and women. The Foundation is engaged in providing primary and secondary aid and information and conducting surveys.

OBJECTIVES

Provide aid and relief to women (and their families) namely those who have been victimized.

To promote the awareness process in the community with regard to equality between men and women.

BOARD MEMBERS

Mrs. D. Halfhide (chairperson) 

Mrs. M. Vanenburg (vice-chairperson)

Mrs. L. Scholsberg (secretary)

Mrs. J. Jubithana (treasurer)

Mrs. E. Tromp (member)

STRATEGIES

Counseling and assisting women and their families.

Organizing educational and training activities for service providers and others as well as develop and publish information and programs.  

Giving advice voluntarily or upon request.

Collecting data.

Conducting surveys with respect to violence against women.

Maintaining contact at the (inter) national level and forming a network.

Drawing up plans and implement projects, which increase the chance of reaching its goals.

TARGET GROUPS 

Victims and their families.

Primary service providers such as health care providers, policemen, religious leaders, social workers, informal leaders etc.

Secondary service providers and organizations, including the Ilse Henar Hewitt Foundation, the Bureau for Legal Assistance, Sticris etc.

Adolescents in the age group 16 – 25 years.

(Senior High) Schools, community organizations, NGO’s.

The business community.

The complete Surinamese community.

ACTIVITIES

Assistance

Victims (and offenders), their families and others can come for guidance and counseling from Monday to Friday from 08.00 – 15.00 hrs. Once a week women meet in self-aid groups under guidance of experts to create/increase self defense and self esteem. In 2003 we will start with male groups. If therapy is needed there are therapists we can refer our clients to.

Training

Several times a year an assistant counselor training is given to social workers, health care providers, housewives, religious leaders etc. in Paramaribo and the districts. After the training the trainees meet every two months with the coordinator for social services to exchange views and discuss cases and increase their expertise. Other developed trainings are telephone assistance and trainings especially for health workers. Upon request by third parties training regarding violence against women can be developed.

Information

A variety of information material (folders, posters, tv and radio commercials) is being developed for several target groups. For students and others information gatherings are being held concerning violence against women in Paramaribo and other districts. In a local newspaper we publish twice a year on one page the ins and outs of the Foundation and its activities. Yet in Dutch we have our website available, now containing summaries and conclusions on our congress “Development = Change, from women to system-oriented counseling” which was held last November. 

Survey

The intake forms of the Foundation have been developed in such a manner that it provides information on the background of our clients. Once a year the data is being analyzed. In cooperation with other organizations records are being kept as much as possible of all relevant information on violence against women. 

In 2003 the data on several surveys will be published: “Thé man in the house”: what are the motives for men to use violence as well as the survey that is being conducted on the traumatic consequences violence has on women. 

Networking

The Foundation maintains its own (service providing) networks, both in Suriname and abroad. Other networks the Foundation participates in: The National Network for Domestic Violence, The Network for Healthcare, The Women and Development Platform, The Board of the Association of Forum NGO’s.

Promotion of expertise

It is mandatory that every (freelance) worker of the Foundation keeps studying on violence (against women), through training programs, conferences and seminars in Suriname or abroad. 

STATISTICS

Total amount of clients: guidance and counseling (intakes plus follow up sessions)

	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	Up to 25 March, 2003 

	150
	141
	154
	117
	211
	636

540 women

96 men
	175

134 women

41 men


Amount of clients: intake sessions

	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	Up to 25 March, 2003 

	
	
	
	
	166
	256
	76 

60 women

16 men


Amount of info-seekers, e.g. students who visit the Foundation for information:

	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	Up to 25 March, 2003 

	
	
	
	
	76
	137
	95


Source: Stichting Stop Geweld tegen Vrouwen / Library Anton de Kom University of 

Suriname
