RULES OF THE SENATE OF CANADA
March 2010

The seventh report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Procedures and the
Rights of Parliament, presented to the Senate on October 27, 2009, and adopted
by the Senate on November 4, 2009, authorized the Clerk “to update the on-line
version of the Rules of the Senate from the time any change is approved by the
Senate”. The following version of the Rules reflects changes made to the Rules
up to the end of the second session of the fortieth Parliament.
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SITTINGS OF THE SENATE

Times of sittings

Sounding of bells

Speaker to enter

Prayers

Midnight adjournment

Friday afternoon adjournment
Adjournment of "Government Business"
Adjournment of "Other Business"

No adjournment until after deferred vote
Sounding of bells at 5:15 p.m.

Pro forma bill

Quorum of fifteen

Sounding of bells for quorum

Lack of quorum

Business adjourned to next sitting

When Speaker leaves Chair
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Absence of Speaker

Acts valid

Evening sittings

Exception

Friday adjournment

Motion to adjourn

When motion can be moved
No debate

Standing vote

Second motion

Demeanour

Recall of Senate

Extended time of adjournment
Non-receipt of notices
Absence of Speaker

PART I11

ORDER AND DECORUM

Authority of Speaker to preserve order and decorum
Speaker's reasons

Scope of Speaker's Authority

Speaker's decision re sufficiency of arguments
Appeal of Speaker's decisions

When Speaker rises

Demeanour of Senators in Chamber

Ordering withdrawal of strangers

Prior order not required

Clearing of galleries

Participation of minister in debate

PART IV

ROUTINE OF BUSINESS

"Senators' Statements"

Exception following emergency debate
Oral notice of question of privilege
Criteria for "Senators' Statements"
Visitors in the gallery

Limitation on Senator's intervention
Leave to extend time for "Senators' Statements"
Speaker remaining in chair after 6:00 p.m.
No standing votes

Tributes
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Time limits

No leave

Response

Senate Publications

No bar

Other tributes

Consideration of questions of privilege and points of order
First reading of bills

Deferral of standing vote
Dilatory and procedural motions
Calling of Orders of the Day at 8:00 p.m. and on Fridays at noon
Daily routine of business
Question period

Other orders of business

Oral questions

Supplementary questions
Questions taken as notice
Explanatory remarks permitted
Written questions

Printed replies

Orders of the Day

Government Business

Other business

PART V

PROCESS OF DEBATE;
DOCUMENTS; PRIVILEGE

Priority of government business
Standing of orders until next sitting
Deletion from Order Paper
Tabling of documents

Record of tabling

Tabling of government papers
User fee proposal

Twenty sitting days

Tabling of other documents
Record of tabling

Preambles

Withdrawal of motion or inquiry
Motion not seconded

Speaking in the Senate
Declaration of interest
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Restrictions

Exception

Two or more Senators rising to speak
Motion to allow another Senator to speak
Adoption of motion

Non-adoption of motion

Yielding the floor to another Senator
Yielding the floor for a question

Right of final reply

Closing of debate

No Senator to speak more than once
Time for Leaders

Time limit on speeches relating to bills
General time limit on speeches

Expiry of time limits on speeches
Agreement to allot time

Government notice of motion to allocate time
Time limits in government motion
Limitation

Procedure on taking of standing vote
Procedure on consideration of order
Interruption

No other motions to be received
Procedure on government motion to allocate time
Procedure during debate of government motion
Mover or seconder may speak later

No debate on mere interrogation
Criteria for raising question of privilege
Failure to raise at earlier opportunity
Written notice

Notice for Friday

Distribution of notices by Clerk
Non-receipt of notice

Oral notice

Time of Senate consideration

Senate consideration on a Friday

Order of consideration

Debates to be seriatim

Prima facie determination by Speaker
Motion to take action

When motion may be moved

When debate on motion may begin
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Debate on Friday
Time limits on speaking

Motion to adjourn and continuation of debate

Speaker to put question after three hours
Adjournment upon completion of debate

Where orders of the day not previously concluded

Complaint against news media
Quoting Commons speech
Reading the question

Motions during debate

Previous question

Motion to adjourn

Motion to adjourn government item
Senator called to order
Obijectionable speeches

Redress of injured Senator
Exceptionable words

Retraction and apologies

Senate intervention in disputes
Speaker addressing Senate
Participation of Speaker in debate
Speaker to leave Chair

PART VI

NOTICES

Notice of inquiry or motion

Calling matter to attention of Senate
Notice for absent Senator

Two days' notice of certain motions
Idem

One day's notice of certain motions

Correcting irregularities or mistakes
Matters requiring no notice

PART VIl

MOTIONS

Notice and criteria for emergency debate
Distribution of notice by Clerk
Non-receipt of notice

Order of debate

Reasons for emergency debate

Idem
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Senate consideration of criteria
Urgency decided by Speaker

Senate consideration of notices
Motion for emergency debate
When leave granted on Friday
Where Orders of the Day completed
Where Orders of the Day not completed
Idem

One motion only at a sitting

No other motion to be received
Limitations on speaking

Debatable motions

Motions not debatable

No motions on resolved questions
Rescinding of orders

Obijectionable notice

PART VI

VOTING

Voice vote

Speaker's decision final

Standing Vote

Announcement before vote

Vote lost when voices equal
Sounding of bells for standing vote
Taking of vote

Sounding of bells for certain votes
Procedures during taking of votes
Idem

Adjournment suspended during vote
Deferral of standing vote

Normal deferred time

Friday extension of deferral

No deferrals in relation to subsequent business
One sounding of bells for same items
Standing vote once deferred
Requirement for voting

No debate after vote called
Withdrawing or amending vote
PART IX

PETITIONS AND BILLS
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Petition by individual

Petition by corporation

Petition on behalf of public meeting
Form of amending bill
Typographical indications
Explanatory notes

Reprints

Right to present bills

First reading

Referral to committee of subject-matter of bill

Government notice of referral
Idem

Second Reading

Third reading
Reconsideration of clauses

Senate disagreement with Commons amendments
Commons disagreement with Senate amendments

Conference

Free conference

Speaking at conference

No duplication of bill in same session
Supply bills

No tacking clauses

PART X

COMMITTEES

Committee of the Whole

Procedure in Committee of the Whole
Motion to leave chair or report progress
Proceedings recorded

Committee of Selection

Separate report

Report by the Leader of the Government
Term of appointment

Change in Membership

Notice to be signed

Standing Committees

Library

Printing

Restaurant

Scrutiny of Regulations

Official Languages
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Rules, Procedures and the Rights of Parliament
Internal Economy, Budgets and Administration
Foreign Affairs and International Trade
National Finance

Transport and Communications

Legal and Constitutional Affairs
Banking, Trade and Commerce

Social Affairs, Science and Technology
Agriculture and Forestry

Fisheries and Oceans

Energy, the Environment and Natural Resources
Aboriginal Peoples

National Security and Defence

Human Rights

Conflict of Interest for Senators
Residual matters

Legislative committees

Members ex officio

Organization meeting

Meeting without quorum

Powers of committees

Participation by non-members

All committees meetings to be public
Exceptions

In camera Meetings

Subcommittees

Joint committees

Attendance by public

Special committees

Sponsoring Senator

Committee adjournment

Sittings during Senate adjournment
Idem

Idem

When Senate sits

Vote lost when voices equal

Majority conclusions

Seconder not required

Subcommittees

Composition

Addressing the Chair

Special procedures not permitted
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96 (7.1 Clause-by-clause consideration
96 (8) Smoking prohibited
97 (1 Presentation of report

Report on Conflict of Interest

No debate

Information only

Reporting bill without amendment
Reporting bill with amendments
Motion deemed made
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97 (7 Right to speak
97 (8) Taking of vote
97 (9 Deferred vote
97 (10) Idem
98 Obligation to report bill
99 Obligation to explain amendments
100 Reporting against bill
101 Signing of amended bill
102 Payment of witnesses' expenses
103 Financial operation
104 (1) Final reporting of expenses
104 (2 Idem
104 (3) Interim report
104 (4 Tabling of report
104 (5 Printing of report

PART XI

PRIVATE BILLS
105 Publication of rules in Canada Gazette
106 (1 Notice in Canada Gazette
106 (2 Notice in newspapers
106 (3) Frequency of publication
106 (4) Statutory declaration
107 (1) Examiner of petitions
107 (2) Report on petitions
108 Suspension of rules
109 Introduced on petition
110 Deposit of bill and fees
111 Reference re provincial jurisdiction
112 Reference to Supreme Court
113 Referral to committee
114 Private bill from Commons
115 Delay before consideration by committee
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Presumption of innocence
Suspension of convicted Senator
Duration of suspension

Time of conviction

Report

APPENDIX |

Provincial Representations to Senate Committees
APPENDIX 11

Cabinet Ministers Being Members of Senate Committees
APPENDIX 111

Procedure for Dealing with Unauthorized Disclosure of Confidential
Committee Reports and Other Documents or Proceedings
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Procedure in unprovided 1., (1) In all cases not provided for in these rules, the customs, usages,
forms and proceedings of either House of the Parliament of Canada shall,
mutatis mutandis, be followed in the Senate or in any committee thereof.

cases

Priority of rules over
practice

PART I

INTERPRETATION

(2) The Rules of the Senate shall in all cases be interpreted as having
priority over any practice, custom or usage described in any of the
appendices to the rules. Any conflict between the appendices and the rules

shall be resolved by reference to the rules alone.
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Gender

Privileges unaffected

Suspension of rule

Definitions

"Ordinary daily hour of
adjournment”

"Committee"

"Committee of the
Whole"

"Select Committee"

"Standing Committee"

"Joint Committee™

(3) In the French version, the masculine gender is used throughout,
without any intent to discriminate but solely to make the text easier to
read. The distinction in French should not be between "masculine™ and
"feminine" genders but between "marked" and "unmarked" genders; the
so-called masculine gender is an unmarked gender and can therefore
represent, by itself, elements of both genders. The feminine gender is
marked and therefore cannot be used to refer to elements of both genders.

2. Except so far as is expressly provided, these rules shall in no way
restrict the mode in which the Senate may exercise and uphold its powers,
privileges and immunities.

3. Notwithstanding anything in these rules, any rule or part thereof may be
suspended without notice by leave of the Senate, the rule or part thereof
proposed to be suspended, and the reason for the proposed suspension,
being distinctly stated.

4. In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) Adjournment

"Ordinary daily hour of adjournment™ means the time provided in these
rules, or as otherwise provided by order of the Senate, for the adjournment
of the Senate.

(b) Committee

(i) "Committee" means a committee of the whole, a select committee,
whether standing, special or legislative, or a joint committee;

(i) "Committee of the Whole" means acommittee composed of the whole
body of the Senators;

(iii) "Select Committee" means a committee composed of less than the
whole body of Senators and includes both a standingcommittee and a
special committee;

(iv) "Standing Committee™ means a select committee appointed to
consider and to report to the Senate on matters falling within the duties
specifically assigned to it by these rules, and on other matters that may
from time to time be referred to it by the Senate.

(v) "Joint Committee” means a committee composed of members of the
Senate and of the House of Commons;



"Special Committee"

"Inquiry"

"Government Leader in
the Senate"

"Leader of the
Opposition"

"Deputy Leaders in the

Senate"

"Leader of a recognized

party in the Senate"

"Leader of a recognized

third party in the Senate"

"Motion"

"Substantive motion"

"One day's notice"

"Two days' notice"

(vi) "Special Committee” means a select committee, other than a standing
committee, appointed to consider certain matters and to report thereon to
the Senate;

(c) Inquiry

"Inquiry™ means the procedure whereby a Senator, after giving notice in
accordance with rules 56 and 57, calls the attention of the Senate to a
particular matter for the purpose of informing the Senate of that matter or
having it considered or examined by the Senate.

(d) Leader

(i) "Government Leader in the Senate” means the Senator occupying the
recognized position of Leader of the Government in the Senate or a
Senator acting for that Senator;

(ii) "Leader of the Opposition” means the Senator occupying the
recognized position of Leader of the Opposition in the Senate or a Senator
acting for that Senator.

(iii) "Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate™ and "Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate” mean the Senators occupying,
respectively, the recognized positions of Deputy Leader of the
Government in the Senate and Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the
Senate or Senators acting for these Senators;

(iv) "Leader of a recognized party in the Senate” means a Senator who is
the Government Leader in the Senate, the Leader of the Opposition or the
leader of any recognized third party in the Senate;

(v) "Leader of a recognized third party in the Senate™ means a Senator,
other than the Government Leader in the Senate or the Leader of the
Opposition, who is the leader of a recognized party in the Senate or a
Senator acting for that Senator.

(e) Motions, Notices of Motions and Questions

(i) "Motion™ means a proposal made by a Senator that the Senate or a
committee thereof do something, order something to be done, or express
an opinion concerning some matter;

(if) "Substantive motion” means an independent motion neither incidental
to nor relating to a proceeding or order of the day already before the
Senate;

(iii) "One day's notice™ means a notice given on any sitting day for a
motion to be made on the next succeeding sitting day;

(iv) "Two days' notice” means a notice where a sitting day intervenes



"Question"

"Previous question"

"Ordered by the Senate”

"Person"

"Person authorized to be
on the floor of the Senate
Chamber while the
Senate is sitting"

"Petition"

"Rule”

"Meeting of the Senate"

"Sitting of the Senate"

between the day on which the notice is given and the day on which the
motion or inquiry is made;

(v) "Question", except in respect of the question period and a question of
privilege, means a proposal presented to the Senate or a committee thereof
by the Speaker or Chairman for consideration and disposal in some
manner;

(vi) "Previous guestion™ means a motion “that the original question be
now put".

(f) Ordered

"Ordered by the Senate™ or any expression of like import means ordered
by majority decision.

(g) Person

(i) "Person” or any word or expression descriptive of a person, includes

any body corporate or politic, and the heirs, executors, administrators or
legal representative of such person, and words importing male or female
persons include persons of either gender;

(ii) "Person authorized to be on the floor of the Senate Chamber while the
Senate is sitting” means any person so authorized by order of the Senate,
Act of Parliament, delegated legislative authority or by custom and
practice of the Senate.

(h) Petitions
"Petition™ means a written prayer presented to the Senate, and includes all

petitions whether relating to public or private matters, matters of general
policy, or to the redress of local or personal grievances.

(i) Rule

"Rule™ means any standing rule or standing order of the Senate.

(J) Sittings

(i) "Meeting of the Senate™ means the times set out in these rules, or as
otherwise ordered, for the Senate to meet for the transaction of business;

(it) "Sitting of the Senate” means all the time between the end of prayers
and the adoption of a motion to adjourn the Senate.



Miscellaneous

"Bill"

"Intermediate

Proceeding"

"Leave of the Senate"

"Writing"

"Shall"

"Recognized party in the
Senate"

(k) Miscellaneous

(i) Bill

IOlz‘i:ll means a draft Act of Parliament and includes a private and a public
i,

(i) Proceedings

"Intermediate Proceeding™ means any item which would be recorded in
the Journals of the Senate.

(iii) Leave
"Leave of the Senate" means leave granted without a dissenting voice.
(iv) Writing

"Writing", "written" or any term of like import includes words printed,
typewritten, painted, engraved, litho-graphed, photographed, or
represented or reproduced by any mode of representing or reproducing
words in a visible form.

(v) Shall
"Shall" is to be construed as imperative, and "may" as permissive.
(vi) Recognized Party in the Senate

"Recognized party in the Senate” means a political party that

(A) initially has five or more members in the Senate and is at the same
time a registered party under the Canada Elections Act, and

(B) continues without interruption to have five or more members in the
Senate, whether or not it ceases to be a registered party under the Canada
Elections Act.

PART Il

Times of sittings

SITTINGS OF THE SENATE

5. (1) Unless otherwise previously ordered,
(a) except as provided in sub-paragraph (b)



Sounding of bells

Speaker to enter

Prayers

Midnight adjournment

Friday afternoon adjournment

Adjournment of "Government Business"

below, the Senate shall meet for the transaction
of business at 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon;

(b) on a Friday, the Senate shall meet for the
transaction of business at 9:00 o'clock in the
forenoon.

(2) Not later than fifteen minutes prior to the
times provided in section (1) above, the bells to
call in the Senators shall be sounded and shall
cease when a quorum is seen.

(3) At the times provided in section (1)
above, the Speaker shall enter the Senate
Chamber, whether a quorum is then present or
not.

(4) As soon as a quorum is seen the Speaker
shall forthwith proceed to prayers.

6. (1) Except as otherwise provided in these
rules or as previously ordered by the Senate, if
the Senate is sitting at 12:00 o'clock midnight,
the Speaker shall interrupt any proceeding then
before the Senate and shall declare that a motion
to adjourn the Senate has been deemed to have
been moved and adopted and shall leave the
Chair until the time provided for the next
meeting of the Senate.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in these
rules or as otherwise ordered by the Senate, if
the Senate is sitting at 4:00 o'clock in the
afternoon on a Friday, the Speaker shall
interrupt any proceeding then before the Senate
and shall declare that a motion to adjourn has
been deemed to have been moved and adopted
and leave the Chair until the time provided for
the next meeting of the Senate.

(3) Any item of "Government Business" as
provided in rule 26(1) which was under
consideration when the Senate adjourned in
accordance with the provisions of sections (1)
and (2) above, shall be deemed to have been



Adjournment of "Other Business"

No adjournment until after deferred vote

Sounding of bells at 5:15 p.m.

Pro forma bill

Quorum of fifteen

Sounding of bells for quorum

adjourned and shall be placed on the Orders of
the Day for the next sitting of the Senate.

(4) Any item of "Other Business™ as
provided in rule 26(2), that was under
consideration when the Senate adjourned in
accordance with the provisions of section (1)
above, shall be deemed to have been adjourned
and shall be placed for the next sitting of the
Senate at the top of the Order of Business for
the consideration of "Other Business".

7. (1) When a standing vote has been deferred,
pursuant to rule 67(1), and is to be held during a
sitting at 5:30 o'clock p.m., if the Senate
completes its business on that day before this
time, no motion to adjourn the Senate shall be
received until after the deferred vote has been
taken and business pursuant thereto has been
completed.

(2) When the Senate has completed its
business for that day prior to the time for the
taking of a deferred vote, the Speaker shall
suspend the sitting until 5:15 o'clock p.m.,
whereupon the bells to call in the Senators shall
be sounded until 5:30 o'clock p.m. and the
Speaker shall proceed to take the deferred vote
in accordance with the provisions of rules 65(3)
and 67(1).

8. On the first day of each session of
Parliament, a bill is read pro forma and the
Speech from the Throne is reported by the
Speaker.

9. (1) A quorum, consisting of fifteen Senators,
including the Speaker, shall be required for the
Senate to transact business.

(2) During any sitting of the Senate, when a
Senator draws the attention of the Senate to the
possible lack of quorum, the Speaker:

(a) shall cause the Senators who may be in the



Lack of quorum

Business adjourned to next sitting

When Speaker leaves Chair

Absence of Speaker

Acts valid

Evening sittings

adjoining rooms to be summoned; and

(b) if no quorum is seen within five minutes,
shall order the bells to call in the Senators to be
sounded for not more than fifteen minutes.

(3) If no quorum is seen after the time
provided in sub-paragraph (2)(b) above, the
Speaker shall adjourn the Senate until the next
sitting day without the question being put.

(4) Except if the item before the Senate is a
motion moved in accordance with rule 61(1),
the item of business under consideration when
the Speaker adjourns the Senate pursuant to
section (3) above, shall be placed on the Orders
of the Day for consideration at the next sitting
of the Senate.

10. Whenever the Speaker, from illness or other
cause, finds it necessary to leave the Chair
during any part of the sitting or any day, the
Speaker may call upon any Senator to take the
Chair and preside as Speaker during the
remainder of such day, or until the Speaker
resumes the Chair before the end of the sitting
for that day.

11. Whenever the Senate is informed by the
Clerk at the Table of the unavoidable absence of
the Speaker, the Senator chosen by the Senate
under rule 85(1)(a) to preside as Speaker pro
tempore, or, if that Senator is absent, any
Senator chosen by the Senate, shall preside
during such absence and shall thereupon have
and execute all the powers, privileges and duties
of the Speaker until the Speaker, or the Speaker
pro tempore, as the case may be, resumes the
Chair.

12. Every act done by any Senator, acting as
aforesaid, shall have the same effect and
validity as if the act were done by the Speaker.

13. (1) Except as provided in section (2) below,



Exception

Friday adjournment

Motion to adjourn

When motion can be moved

No debate

Standing vote

Second motion

and elsewhere in these rules, if, at 6:00 o'clock
in the afternoon, the business be not concluded,
the Speaker or the Chairman of the Committee
leaves the Chair until 8:00 o'clock, the Mace
being left on or under the Table, as the case may
be.

(2) If at the time provided in section (1)
above, a standing vote has been ordered, the
Speaker or the Chairman shall not leave the
Chair until such standing vote has been taken
and any formal business immediately
consequent thereon has been completed.

14. Unless otherwise ordered, when the Senate
adjourns on Friday, it shall stand adjourned until
the Monday following.

15. (1) A motion to adjourn the Senate, unless
otherwise prohibited in these rules or unless
otherwise ordered by the Senate, shall always be
in order.

(2) A motion to adjourn the Senate can only
be moved when the Senator moving the motion
has the floor to speak to a question before the
Senate and not on a point of order.

(3) When a motion is moved, in accordance
with the provisions of sections (1) and (2)
above, the Speaker shall put the question
forthwith without debate or amendment.

(4) Any standing vote, requested pursuant to
rule 65(3), in relation to any motion moved in
accordance with sections (1) and (2) above,
shall not be deferred but shall be taken in
accordance with the provisions of rule 66(1).

(5) If the Senate resolves in the negative on
a motion moved pursuant to section (2) above,
no second motion to the same effect shall be
received until some intermediate proceeding has
taken place.



Demeanour

Recall of Senate

Extended time of adjournment

Non-receipt of notices

Absence of Speaker

16. When the Senate adjourns, Senators shall
stand until the Speaker has left the Chamber.

17. (1) During any adjournment of the Senate, if
the Speaker is satisfied that the public interest
requires that the Senate meet at an earlier time
than that provided in the motion for such
adjournment, the Speaker may call such a
meeting. In so doing the Speaker shall send a
notice by the most effective method of
communication to each Senator at the address
last filed by the Senator with the Clerk of the
Senate and to the Senator's office in Ottawa.
Such notice shall indicate the time of the
meeting of the Senate and the purpose.

=

(2) During any adjournment of the Senate, i
the Speaker is satisfied that the public interest
does not require the Senate to meet at the time
provided in the order of adjournment the
Speaker shall:

(a) consult the Leader of the Government in the
Senate, the Leader of the Opposition, and the
leaders of any recognized third parties in the
Senate, or, in all cases, their designates;

(b) determine an appropriate date for the next
sitting of the Senate; and (c) cause to be sent a
notice to each Senator, at the address last filed
by the Senator with the Clerk of the Senate and
to the Senator's office in Ottawa, setting out the
time of the next sitting of the Senate.

(3) Non-receipt by a Senator of the notices
referred to in subsections (1) and (2) does not
affect the validity of the notice.

(4) In the absence of the Speaker, or when
the office of the Speaker is vacant, the Clerk of
the Senate may act for the purposes of this rule.

PART Il1

ORDER AND DECORUM
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18. (1) The Speaker shall preserve order and decorum in the Senate. In
doing so the Speaker may act without a want of order or decorum being
brought to his or her attention. Furthermore, the Speaker shall be
authorized to act on his or her own initiative to interrupt any debate to
restore order or to enforce the Rules of the Senate. In the case of grave
disorder, the Speaker may suspend the sitting of the Senate for a period
not to exceed three hours.

(2) The Speaker shall decide points of order and when so doing shall
state the reasons for the decision together with references to the rule or
other written authority applicable to the case.

(2.1) With respect to the Conflict of Interest Code for Senators, the
authority of the Speaker is limited to matters expressly incorporated into
these rules.

(3) When the Speaker has been asked to decide any question of
privilege or point of order he or she shall determine when sufficient
argument has been adduced to decide the matter, whereupon the Speaker
shall so indicate to the Senate, and continue with the item of business
which had been interrupted or proceed to the next item of business, as the
case may be.

(4) Except in accordance with the provisions of rule 37(5), all
decisions of the Speaker shall be subject to appeal to the Senate, and such
an appeal shall be decided forthwith, without debate.

(5) When the Speaker rises, all other Senators shall remain seated or
shall resume their seats.

19. During any sitting of the Senate,

(1) Neither Senators nor any person authorized to be on the floor of
the Senate Chamber while the Senate is sitting shall pass between the
Chair and the Table, nor between a Senator who has the floor and the
Chair;

(2) When entering, leaving or crossing the Senate Chamber, Senators
shall bow to the Chair, symbol of the authority of the Senate;

(3) If Senators have occasion to have private conversations in the
Senate Chamber, they shall go below the Bar, otherwise the Speaker shall
order them so to do;

(4) No person, nor any Senator, shall bring any electronic device
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which produces any sound, whether for personal communication or other
use into the Senate Chamber, whether on the floor, inside the Bar, outside
the Bar or in the galleries; and

(5) The provisions of paragraph (4) above shall not apply in the case
of sound amplification devices used to aid hearing, so long as such
devices cannot be heard by other Senators.

20. (1) If at any sitting of the Senate, or in Committee of the Whole, a
Senator shall take notice that strangers are present, the Speaker or the
Chairman (as the case may be) shall forthwith put the question "That
strangers be ordered to withdraw", without permitting any debate or
amendment.

(2) When the Speaker or the Chairman shall think fit, either of them
may order the withdrawal of strangers from any part of the Senate,
without a prior order of the Senate to that effect.

(3) When the Senate orders the withdrawal of strangers, the galleries
shall be cleared, but those authorized to enter the Senate Chamber and to
be on the floor of the Senate while it is in session shall continue to have
free access to the Senate.

21. When a bill or other matter relating to any subject administered by a
department of the Government of Canada is being considered by the
Senate or in Committee of the Whole, a minister, not being a member of
the Senate, may on invitation from the Senate enter the Senate Chamber
and, subject to the rules, orders, usages, forms and proceedings of the
Senate, may take part in the debate.

PART IV

"Senators' Statements"

ROUTINE OF BUSINESS

22. (1) At each daily sitting of the Senate, at the
times provided in rule 5(1) and immediately
after prayers, as provided in rule 5(4), except as
provided in section (2) below, the Speaker shall
call for "Senators' Statements".

Exception following emergency debate (2) During any sitting, when an application

for leave pursuant to rule 60 has been received
and disposed of, the Speaker shall not call for
"Senators' Statements” but shall forthwith
proceed with the Routine of Business laid out in
rule 23(6) below.
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(3) When the Senate is considering
"Senators' Statements™ any Senator, who has
previously given notice to the Clerk of the
Senate in accordance with the provisions of rule
43(3) or (4), may give oral notice of a question
of privilege he or she intends to raise later in
the sitting. Priority shall be given to Senators
who have given such notice, in accordance with
the provisions of rule 43(10).

(4) When "Senators' Statements™ has been
called, Senators may, without notice, raise
matters they consider need to be brought to the
urgent attention of the Senate. In particular,
Senators' statements should relate to matters
which are of public consequence and for which
the rules and practices of the Senate provide no
immediate means of bringing the matters to the
attention of the Senate. In making such
statements, a Senator shall not anticipate
consideration of any Order of the Day and shall
be bound by the usual rules governing the
propriety of debate. Matters raised during this
period shall not be subject to debate.

(5) Senators wishing to draw the attention
of the Senate to the presence in the gallery of a
distinguished visitor shall do so by prior written
notice to the Speaker. The Speaker shall, when
the visitor is in the gallery, rise and draw the
attention of the Senate to the presence in the
gallery of that visitor.

(6) Senators making interventions during
this time shall be limited to speaking once for
no more than three minutes.

(7) At any time during the time provided for
consideration of "Senators' Statements”, either
Whip may approach the Speaker and request
that the time provided for the item be extended.
If such a request is received, the Speaker shall
so inform the Senate at the next opportunity and
shall, at the end of the time provided for the
item, ask if the Senate grants leave to extend
the time provided for the item and, if such leave
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Is granted, the time provided for the item will
be extended for a period not to exceed thirty
minutes.

(8) If the time provided for the item is
extended pursuant to section (7) above, and the
Senate has not completed its business prior to
6:00 o'clock p.m. on that day, the Speaker shall
not leave the Chair as provided by rule 13 but
shall remain for a period equal to the time taken
for the extended consideration of "Senators'
Statements”, whereupon the Speaker shall leave
the Chair in accordance with the provisions of
rule 13.

(9) During the time provided for "Senators'
Statements" no standing vote shall be permitted
and the provisions of rule 33 shall not apply.

(10) At the request of the Government
Leader in the Senate or the Leader of the
Opposition, the time provided for the
consideration of ~"Senators' Statements" shall
be extended by no more than fifteen minutes on
any one day for the purpose of paying tribute to
a Senator or to a former Senator, and by such
further time as may be taken for the response
under subsection (13).

(11) The Speaker shall advise the Senate of
the amount of time to be allowed for each
intervention by Senators paying tribute, which
shall not exceed three minutes; a Senator may
speak only once.

(12) Where a Senator seeks leave to speak
after the fifteen minutes allocated for Tributes
has expired, the Speaker shall not put the
question.

(13) After all tributes have been completed,
the Senator to whom tribute is being paid may
respond.
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(14) The tributes and response given under
subsections (10) to (13) shall appear under the
separate heading "Tributes" in the Journals of
the Senate and the Debates of the Senate.

(15) Nothing in this rule prevents a Senator
from paying tribute to another Senator or to a
former Senator at any other time allowed under
these rules.

(16) Nothing in this rule prevents an
allocation of time for tributes to persons who
are not Senators or former Senators.

23. (1) During the time provided for the
consideration of the daily Routine of Business
and the daily Question Period, it shall not be in
order to raise any question of privilege or point
of order. Any question of privilege or point of
order to be raised in relation to any notice given
during this time can only be raised at the time
the Order is first called for consideration by the
Senate.

(2) The Introduction and First Reading of
Government, Public and Private Bills arepro
forma stages of consideration and shall be
decided without debate or standing votes. In
such cases the provisions of rule 65(3) shall not

apply.

(3) Except as provided in section (4) below,
any standing vote requested during the
consideration of the daily Routine of Business
shall stand deferred until 5:30 o'clock in the
same afternoon.

(4) The provisions of section (3) above shall
not apply to dilatory or procedural motions,
which can be moved without notice and must
be decided without debate. In such cases, the
provisions of rule 66(1) shall apply and the time
required for the taking of the standing vote shall
not be considered as part of the time provided
for the daily Routine of Business in section (6)
below.



Calling of Orders of the Day at 8:00 p.m. and on
Fridays at noon

Daily routine of business

(5) Except as otherwise provided by order
of the Senate, or as provided elsewhere in these
rules, when the Senate is sitting:

(a) at 8:00 o'clock p.m. if the Speaker has not
called the Orders of the Day, he shall do so. If
the usual order of business is interrupted for the
consideration of a motion moved in accordance
with the provisions of rule 44(1) or 61(1) or for
consideration of a question of privilege in
accordance with the provisions of rule 43, at
8:00 o'clock p.m., the Orders of the Day shall
be deemed to have been called and been
interrupted for the consideration of the said
question or motion;

(b) at 12:00 o'clock noon on a Friday if the
Speaker has not called the Orders of the Day,
he shall do so. If the usual order of business is
interrupted for the consideration of a motion
moved in accordance with the provisions of rule
44(1) or 61(1) or for consideration of a question
of privilege in accordance with the provisions
of rule 43, at 12:00 o'clock noon on a Friday,
the Orders of the Day shall be deemed to have
been called and been interrupted for the
consideration of the said question or motion.

(6) Except pursuant to rules 22(2) and (7),
not later than fifteen minutes after the Speaker
has called for "Senators' Statements" regardless
of the item then before the Senate, the Speaker
shall interrupt the business then before the
Senate and shall call the daily Routine of
Business in the following order:

Tabling of Documents

Presenting Reports from Standing or Special
Committees

Government Notices of Motions

Introduction and First Reading of Government



Question period

Other orders of business

Oral questions

Bills

Introduction and First Reading of Senate Public
Bills

First Reading of Commons Public Bills
Reading of petitions for Private Bills
Introduction and First Reading of Private Bills

Tabling Reports from Inter-parliamentary
delegations

Notices of Motions
Notices of Inquiries
Presenting Petitions.

(7) Not later than 30 minutes after the first
item is called in accordance with section (6)
above, regardless of the progress then made on
the items listed therein, the Speaker shall
interrupt any proceedings then before the
Senate and shall forthwith call for the
following:

Question Period.

(8) Not more than 30 minutes after the
Speaker calls for "Question Period", regardless
of progress made on the items listed in sections
(6) and (7) the Speaker shall call for:

Delayed Answers

Orders of the Day

Inquiries

Motions.

24. (1) When the Speaker calls the Question

Period, a Senator may, without notice, address
an oral question to:
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Government Business

(a) the Leader of the Government in the Senate,
if it is a question relating to public affairs,

(b) a Senator who is a Minister of the Crown, if
it is a question relating to his ministerial
responsibility, or

(c) the Chairman of a committee, if itis a
question relating to the activities of that
committee.

(2) Supplementary questions may be asked.

(3) If an oral question cannot be answered
immediately, the Senator to whom it is
addressed may take the question as notice.

(4) A debate is out of order on an oral
question, but brief explanatory remarks may be
made by the Senator who asks the question and
by the Senator who answers it.

25. (1) A question described in paragraph
24(1)(a) or (b),

(a) that seeks statistical or other information not
readily available, or

(b) to which an answer in writing is desired,

Shall be sent in writing to the Clerk of the
Senate to be placed on the Order Paper until
answered.

(2) The reply to a question on the Order
Paper shall be tabled in the Senate, and a copy
given to the Senator asking the question.

26. Unless otherwise ordered by the Senate and
except as provided elsewhere in these rules, the
Orders of the Day shall take precedence over all
other business according to the following order
of priority:

(1) Government Business:



Other business

(@) Orders of the Day for the third reading of
government bills;

(b) Orders of the Day for the consideration of
reports from committees in relation to
government bills;

(c) Orders of the Day for the second reading of
government bills;

(d) Orders of the Day for the consideration of
government motions; and

(e) Orders of the Day for the consideration of
other government business.

(2) Other business shall be considered after
government business has been disposed of for
that sitting in the following order of priority,
except as provided in rule 6(4):

(@) Orders of the Day for third reading of
Senate public bills;

(b) Orders of the Day for the third reading of
Commons public bills;

(c) Orders of the Day for the third reading of
private bills;

(d) Orders of the Day for the consideration of
reports from committees in relation to Senate
public bills;

(e) Orders of the Day for consideration of
reports from committees in relation to
Commons public bills;

(F) Orders of the Day for the consideration of
reports from committees in relation to private
bills;

(9) Orders of the Day for the second reading of



PART V

Priority of government business

Standing of orders until next sitting

Deletion from Order Paper

Senate public bills;

(h) Orders of the Day for the second reading of
Commons Public bills;

(i) Orders of the Day for the second reading of
private bills;

(j) Orders of the Day for the consideration of
adjourned debates on substantive motions other
than government motions;

(k) Orders of the Day for continuing adjourned
debates on inquiries;

() Orders of the Day called and not proceeded
with; and

(m) Orders of the Day not called when the
Senate adjourned.

PROCESS OF DEBATE; DOCUMENTS;
PRIVILEGE

27. (1) Except as otherwise ordered by the
Senate or as provided elsewhere in these rules,
government business shall have priority over all
other business before the Senate. Government
business shall be called and considered in such
sequence as the Leader of the Government in the
Senate or the Deputy Leader of the Government
in the Senate shall determine.

(2) Except as provided in section (3) of this
rule, or unless otherwise previously ordered, all
Orders of the Day, if not disposed of before the
adjournment of the Senate, shall stand on the
Order Paper for the next sitting.

(3) Unless previously ordered, any item
under "Other Business", "Inquiries" and
"Motions" that has not been proceeded with
during fifteen sittings shall be dropped from the
Order Paper.
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28. (1) Whenever an Act of Parliament, or any
resolution or rule of the Senate, requires that a
return or report be laid before the Senate, the
same may be deposited with the Clerk of the
Senate. When so deposited, such return, report or
other paper shall be deemed for all purposes to
have been presented or laid before the Senate.

(2) A record of any paper tabled pursuant to
section (1) shall be entered in the Journals of the
same day.

(3) The Leader of the Government in the
Senate or the Deputy Leader of the Government
in the Senate may lay upon the Table, at the time
provided in rule 23(6), other papers dealing with
the administrative responsibilities of the
government.

(3.1) When the Leader of the Government in
the Senate or the Deputy Leader of the
Government in the Senate tables a document
proposing a user fee, it is deemed referred,
without debate or a vote, to the select committee
designated in the Senate for the purpose by the
Leader of the Government in the Senate or the
Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate
following consultation with the Leader of the
Opposition in the Senate or the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in the Senate.

(3.2) If the select committee does not report
within twenty sitting days, the committee is
deemed to have recommended approval of the
user fee.

(4) With the leave of the Senate, at the time
provided in rule 23(6), any Senator may lay
upon the Table any paper relating to the business
before the Senate.

(5) A record of any paper laid upon the Table
pursuant to sections (3) and (4) shall appear in
both the Journals and the Debates of the Senate
of the same day.
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29. A motion or inquiry prefaced by a written
preamble shall not be received by the Senate.

30. A Senator who has made a motion or
presented an inquiry may withdraw or modify
the same by leave of the Senate.

31. A motion made in the Senate, but not
seconded, shall not be debated or put from the
Chair.

32. A Senator desiring to speak in the Senate
shall rise in the place where that Senator
normally sits and address the rest of the
Senators.

32.1(1) When a Senator makes a declaration of
private interest pursuant to the Conflict of
Interest Code for Senators, or retracts such a
declaration:

(@) if made in the Senate, the Speaker shall
cause the declaration or retraction to be recorded
in the Journals of the Senate;

(b) if made in committee and the code allows
the declaration or retraction to be published
in the Minutes of Proceedings of the
committee, the Clerk of the Senate shall
cause the declaration or retraction to be
recorded in the Journals of the Senate.

(2) Subject to section (3), when a Senator has
made a declaration of private interest on a
matter, the declaration, until retracted, shall be
valid for all subsequent proceedings on the
matter, whether in the Senate or in committee,
and the Senator:

(a) shall not participate in debate or vote on
that matter in the Senate, but may abstain;
and

(b) shall withdraw from committee meetings
during any proceedings on that matter.



Exception
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(3) If a declaration of private interest, or a
retraction of such a declaration, is made in
committee, but cannot be published in the
Minutes of Proceedings under the code, the
declaration or retraction is only valid for the
meeting at which it was made. Unless
authorization under the code to publish the
declaration or retraction is subsequently given,
the Senator shall repeat the declaration or
retraction at the first possible opportunity.

33. (1) When two or more Senators rise to speak
at the same time, the Speaker shall call upon the
Senator who, in the Speaker's opinion, first rose.

(2) In the circumstances provided in section
(1) above, before the Senator recognized by the
Speaker has begun to speak, a third Senator may
rise on a point of order and propose a motion
naming another Senator who had risen and
proposing that this other Senator "be now heard"
or "do now speak", and the question on such a
motion shall be put forthwith without debate or
amendment.

(3) If the Senate adopts a motion moved
pursuant to section (2) above, the motion shall
be deemed to be an order of the Senate that the
Senator named in the motion be given the floor.
The Senator so named shall have the floor until
that Senator's intervention has been completed or
the Senator's time has expired, and no further
motion to the same effect shall be received until
that time.

(4) If the Senate does not adopt a motion
moved pursuant to section (2) above, the motion
shall be deemed to be an order of the Senate that
the Senator first recognized be given the floor.
No further motion to the same effect shall be
received until the Senator, first recognized, has
completed his or her intervention.

34. (1) Only one Senator shall have the floor at
any one time. However, a Senator may yield the
floor to another Senator.



Yielding the floor for a question

Right of final reply

(@) If a Senator wishes to seek leave of the
Senator who has the floor to speak, that Senator
shall not be recognized unless the Senator who
has the floor first says "I yield the floor to
Honourable Senator "

(b) If the Senator first recognized yields the
floor, then that Senator shall not again be
recognized in that debate. That Senator will be
deemed to have spoken and may speak again
only with the leave of the Senate.

(c) The Senator to whom the Senator first
recognized yielded the floor would be able to
speak for the remainder of the time allotted to
the Senator from whom he or she received the
floor and would be considered as having spoken
in the debate and could not again speak in the
debate except with the leave of the Senate.

(2) The provisions of section (1) shall not
apply if a Senator yields the floor for a question.

(@) In such a case, the Senator first recognized
would be recognized again after the questioner
was finished, but the entire exchange would be
considered as part of that Senator's time for that
debate.

(b) If a Senator is recognized to ask a question,
that Senator is not considered to have spoken in
the debate unless the Senator of whom he or she
asked the question yielded the floor as provided
in section (1) above. If the Senator merely asked
a question, he or she would not be considered as
having spoken and could be recognized to debate
the question before the Senate.

35. A Senator shall have the right of final reply
if:

(a) the Senator has moved the second reading of
a bill or made a substantive motion, other than a
motion to adopt a committee report on the



Closing of debate

No Senator to speak more than once

Unlimited Time for Leaders
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General time limit on speeches

Conflict of Interest Code for Senators pertaining
to the conduct of a Senator, or an inquiry; or

(b) the Senator is the subject of a report made by
a committee under the Conflict of Interest Code
for Senators.

36. The final reply provided for in rule 35 closes
the debate. It is the duty of the Speaker to ensure
that every Senator wishing to speak has the
opportunity to do so before the final reply.

37. Except as otherwise provided in these rules,
or as otherwise ordered by the Senate:

(1) No Senator shall speak more than once.
However, if a material part of the Senator's
speech has been misunderstood, the Senator may
speak again in the same debate. In such a case,
the Senator, with leave of the Senate, shall be
permitted no more than one period of five
minutes to explain that part of the speech which
was misunderstood. In so doing, the Senator
shall not introduce new matters.

(2) The Leader of the Government in the
Senate and the Leader of the Opposition shall be
permitted unlimited time for debate, and each
leader of a recognized third party in the Senate
shall be permitted no more than forty-five
minutes for debate.

(3) The sponsor of a bill and the first Senator
speaking immediately thereafter shall be
permitted not more than forty-five minutes each
for debate, inclusive of any question or
comments from other Senators which they may
permit in the course of their remarks.

(4) Except as provided in sections (2) and (3)
above, no Senator shall speak for more than
fifteen minutes, inclusive of any question or
comments from other Senators which the
Senator may permit in the course of his or her
remarks.
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(5) The Clerk of the Senate shall keep a
record, which can be consulted at the Table, of
the time taken by each Senator in each debate.
The Clerk shall inform the Speaker whenever a
Senator is about to exceed the time provided for
his or her remarks. When a Senator is about to
exceed the time limits provided in these rules, or
as ordered by the Senate, the Speaker shall call
the matter to the attention of the Senator. When
the Senator's time has expired, the Speaker shall
call that Senator to order and that Senator shall
not again be recognized to debate the same
question before the Senate and the Speaker shall
recognize some other Senator, or if the debate is
then concluded, shall put the question.

38. At any time while the Senate is sitting, the
Leader of the Government in the Senate or the
Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate
may state from his or her place in the Senate,
that there is an agreement among the
representatives of the parties in the Senate to
allot a specified number of days or hours to the
proceedings at one or more stages of any item of
government business. At the same time, without
notice, the said Leader or Deputy Leader may
propose a motion setting forth the terms of such
agreed allocation and every such motion shall be
decided forthwith without debate or amendment.

39. (1) At any time while the Senate is sitting,
the Leader of the Government in the Senate or
the Deputy Leader of the Government in the
Senate, from his or her place in the Senate, may
state that the representatives of the parties have
failed to agree to allocate a specified number of
days or hours for consideration of any stage of
consideration of any adjourned debate on any
item of government business. If so, at that time
the said Leader or Deputy Leader may give
notice of the terms of a motion to allocate a
specified number of hours or days of debate on
the said stage of consideration of the said item.
Such motion shall be placed on the Orders of the
Day under "Government Motions" for the next
sitting day.



Time limits in government motion

Limitation

Procedure on taking of standing vote

(2) In the event of a motion being moved
pursuant to section (1) of this rule, the motion
shall provide for at least:

(a) a further six-hours debate on any substantive
motion, except as provided below;

(b) a further six-hours debate on a motion for
second reading of a public bill;

(c) one calendar day (in the period Monday to
Friday) for a standing or special committee or a
Committee of the Whole to report a bill back to
the Senate failing which, at midnight on that day,
the bill would be deemed to have been reported
back without amendment; or

(d) a single period of a further six-hours debate,
in total, to dispose of both the report and the
third reading stages of a public bill.

(3) Except as provided in sub-paragraph
(2)(d) above, no motion moved pursuant to this
rule shall allocate time to more than one stage of
consideration of any item of government
business.

(4) Except as provided below, the provisions
of rules 66 and 67 shall apply to the taking of
any standing vote in relation to every Order of
the Day to which time is allocated for debate,
pursuant to rule 38 or this rule and shall be
considered in accordance with the following
provisions:

(a) except as provided in sub-paragraph (b)
below, when debate on such an Order of the Day
is concluded, or when the time provided for such
a debate expires, the Speaker shall forthwith put
the question without any further debate or
amendment and any standing vote requested in
relation thereto shall be deferred until 5:30
o'clock in the afternoon of the next day thereafter
on which the Senate sits;



Procedure on consideration of order

(b) if debate on such an Order of the Day is
concluded or the time provided for the debate
expires prior to 5:30 o'clock p.m., the Speaker
shall forthwith put the question and any standing
vote requested in relation thereto shall not be
subject to the provisions of rule 67 and shall be
deferred until 5:30 o'clock p.m. of the same
afternoon.

(5) When an Order of the Day has been
called, to which a specified period of time has
been allocated for its consideration, and is under
consideration:

(a) at the ordinary daily hour of adjournment, the
Senate shall not adjourn but shall continue
consideration of the said Order of the Day until
the debate has concluded or the time provided
for the debate has expired, whereupon the
Speaker shall proceed to put the question or
questions;

(b) when the question is put pursuant to sub-
paragraph (a) above, the Speaker shall thereupon
declare that a motion to adjourn the Senate has
been deemed to have been made and adopted
and leave the Chair until the time provided for
the next meeting of the Senate;

(c) when the Senate would otherwise take its
dinner hour interruption in accordance with the
provisions of rule 13, the sitting shall not be
interrupted until the debate is concluded, or the
time provided for the consideration of the Order
of the Day has expired, whereupon the Speaker
shall put the question or questions necessary to
dispose of the Order of the Day;

(d) whenever the question has been put pursuant
to the provisions of sub-paragraph (c) above, any
standing vote requested in relation thereto shall
be taken in accordance with the provisions of
rule 66;

(e) when such an Order of the Day is under
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consideration at the time provided for taking a
deferred standing vote, such consideration shall
be interrupted and the Senate shall resume
consideration of the said Order of the Day
immediately after it has completed all business
related to the item to which a standing vote had
been requested in accordance with rule 65(3).

(6) When consideration of an Order of the
Day, to which a specified period of time has
been allocated, is interrupted for the
consideration of a motion moved in accordance
with the provisions of either rule 44(1) or 61(1),
once the said motion or motions have been
disposed of, the Senate shall immediately
proceed to resume consideration of the Order of
the Day.

(7) When an Order of the Day has been
called, to which a specified period of time has
been allocated for its consideration, the same
shall not be adjourned and no amendment
thereto, nor other motion, except that a certain
Senator be now heard or do now speak, shall be
received.

40. (1) When an Order of the Day for a motion
to allocate time for the consideration of any item
of government business is called:

(a) the same shall not be adjourned and no
amendment thereto, nor other motion, except
that a certain Senator be now heard or do now
speak, shall be received;

(b) the Speaker shall interrupt any proceeding
then before the Senate and put every question
necessary to dispose of the motion not later than
two and one half hours after the order is called;
and

(c) any standing vote requested in relation
thereto shall not be deferred and shall be taken
subject to the provisions of rule 66(1).

(2) During debate on the motion:
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(@) no Senator shall speak more than once;

(b) the Leader of the Government in the Senate
and the Leader of the Opposition may each
speak for no longer than thirty minutes, and each
leader of a recognized third party in the Senate
may speak for no longer than fifteen minutes;

(c) except as provided in sub-paragraph (b)
above, no Senator may speak for longer than ten
minutes; and

(d) whenever the debate is interrupted pursuant
to rule 13, the debate shall be resumed when the
sitting is resumed.

41. A Senator who moves an order of the day or
seconds a motion, but does not speak to it at that
time, may address the Senate on the subject at
any subsequent period of the debate.

42. A debate shall not be in order on an oral
question, but brief explanatory remarks may be
made by the Senator making the interrogation
and by the Senator answering the same.
Observations upon any such answer shall not be
allowed.

43. (1) The preservation of the privileges of the
Senate is the duty of every Senator. A violation
of the privileges of any one Senator affects those
of all Senators and the ability of the Senate to
carry out its functions outlined in the
Constitution Act, 1867. Action to ensure such
protection takes priority over every other matter
before the Senate. However, to be accorded such
priority, a putative question of privilege must
meet certain tests. It must, inter alia,

(a) be raised at the earliest opportunity;

(b) be a matter directly concerning the privileges
of the Senate, of any committee thereof, or any
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Senator;

(c) be raised to seek a genuine remedy, which is
in the Senate's power to provide, and for which
no other parliamentary process is reasonably
available; and

(d) be raised to correct a grave and serious
breach.

(2) If the matter is not raised at the earliest
opportunity, the Senator raising the matter may
put it on notice, but the matter cannot be
proceeded with under the terms of this rule.

(3) Except as provided in section (4) below,
a Senator wishing to raise a question of privilege
shall, at least three hours bef